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I. Introduction
• Hypothesis : Political culture is a good predictor of future voting trends and shifting party allegiances II. Theoretical Groundwork We focus on three developed countries with mature democracies and a history of liberal values: United States, England and France. Almond and Verba emphasize the importance of political culture in sustaining or threatening democratic political structure. Thus, starting from the author's original statement, this study will attempt to determine the extent to which political cultures and orientations are good predictors of new party allegiances and the relative stability of contemporary political systems. Is political culture as described by Almond and Verba a good predictor of current party allegiances and, furthermore, can it predict a possible shift in the political structure? This study will seek to verify two main hypothesis:
• H1. Political culture and orientation are good indicators of party allegiance trends; and • H2. Political culture and orientation predict a possible shift in the political system itself.
In the following section we will explain the foundations of Almond and Verba's theory of political culture, offering a summary of the main concepts developed in The Civic Culture and their relevance to this particular study.
Theoretical Groundwork
• Defining Political Culture and Political Objects time. When considered on individual, homogenous basis, political cultures are described by Almond and Verba in the following ways: 1. In a parochial system, the frequency of orientation towards any of the four political objects approach zero. It is characterized by political remoteness and an absence of either knowledge or affection towards the political system. 2. In a subject political culture, the citizen is aware of 'a specialized government authority' and evaluates it either positively or negatively. 4 The subject citizen tends to have an affective and normative orientation towards the concerned political objects meaning he is aware of their existence but chooses to neglect or not acknowledge them based on ideology or principle. 3. A participant political culture concerns citizens who are explicitly oriented to 'both the output and input aspects of the political system'. 5 Participant culture is characterized by widespread political knowledge and a positive evaluation of institutions and political actors. Citizens are aware of their active political role although their feelings towards the system may vary from positive to negative.
It is important to note that it is impossible to define the political culture and orientations of a country within a single category. For this reason, different categories may be combined when referring to a single case, thus encapsulating the heterogenous character of any particular society.
We will focus on the ways in which parochial, subject and participant orientations have combined in order to direct political development and cultural change over the past decade. 6 Table 1 .1 Determining Political Orientation. Where 0 corresponds to negative and 1 corresponds to positive attitudes towards the objects in question, a correlation is made between the level of political interest displayed by the population enquired and the corresponding political orientation. Thus, disinterest for every political object corresponds to a parochial system, a high score for only the system as general object and output objects corresponds to a subject culture and a high level of interest for every objects corresponds to a participant political culture. The dominant trends of political orientation in a particular country would hypothetically allow us to determine the level of congruence between the political culture and the political structure; a congruent political culture would display high positive rates of orientation to all four classes of political objects. According to Almond and Verba's theory, a "parochial, subject or participant culture would be most congruent with, respectively, a traditional political structure, a centralized authoritarian structure or a democratic political structure".
Political Objects
System as
7
In the following segment, we will draw empirical data from the World Value Survey and the
European
Value surveys in order to analyze the importance of political culture in influencing party allegiances and support for the wider political system as posed in the two hypotheses made in our introduction.
Application of Political Orientation Theory to Individual Case
Studies
According to Almond and Verba, key factor for the viability of democracy is a political culture which is in alignment with the regime structure. The authors point to high political exposure, high participation in voluntary associations, high degree of pride in political institutions and a high level of social trust as the main components of a participant culture in alignment with a democratic regime. 8
We focused on United States, France and England to verify or discredit our hypothesis.
These are three countries that have had a democratic political development which positioned individual rights and liberalism as their main ideological guidelines. This form of democratic participatory model, positioning the citizen at the heart of political structures, requires a political culture capable of sustaining democratic governance in the long run. The study explicitly makes the difference between party allegiance and congruence towards political structure because the 7 Ibid.,20.
8 Ibid.,15.
citizen's relationship towards the party system is subject to short term fluctuations whereas his relationship to the system is more stable over a long period of time. In other words, discontent towards the party system is not synonymous with disapproval towards the democratic system in general. A functional democratic model is therefore characterized by its capacity to react to shifting opinions in order to tailor the new government to the changes in civic ideology.
Nevertheless, if the populations looses faith in the Government's capacity to adapt to its demands, the risk is a potential loss of legitimacy of the democratic model in the eyes of the public. Taking this into account, we are interested in the shifts of political culture and orientations in the years leading up to what seems to be a crisis in democracy, for both Europe and the United States. "They do not represent us" and "They call it democracy, but it is none" were two of the slogans heard in the 'Indignados' manifestation in Madrid in May 2011. 14 These movements which were also seen in Portugal and the U.S with movements such as 'Occupy Wall street' which protested against the "normalization of economic and legal insecurity and the increased use of austerity as an instrument of the Government". 15 These past movements have given way to the rise in anti-establishment discourses and party dealignment trends that we are seeing nowadays. 18 The following section will offer a comparative analysis of each political object and the public orientation towards it.
• Determining level of confidence in political parties
In order to determine the level of trust of citizens towards dominant political parties, we based our analysis on the question 'which political party would you vote for'? We are interested in the percentage of people marking the options 'no answer', 'don't know' and 'non applicable' because these offer a good measure of the level of discontent towards the current party system.
Abstention in general elections and withdrawal from traditional parties are often a reflection of an underlying crisis of legitimacy of the system of representation. The decision of an important segment of the population to abstain reflects more than contested political dialogue, it indicates that the population does not trust the party system to accurately express their discontent through the democratic system in place. • Determining confidence in political administrative units
We chose to measure the civic evaluation of this political object by taking into account the public sentiment towards the parliamentary faction of government. This approach was chosen in order to analyze public opinion towards the role of parliament in the creation and enforcement of law. We considered the percentage of survey takers having answered 'quite a lot' when asked how much confidence they had in their national parliament. In sum, while American and British political orientation has shifted from a relatively allegiant and participative culture to an increasingly alienated sentiment, France has maintained healthy levels of public affection and a steady subject-participant culture.
• Determining 'sense of self as active political participant'
For this aspect we considered the level of awareness of survey takers towards their role as active political agents. We chose to illustrate the level of individual civic awareness of the self as a political actor through their involvement in petition signing, which is one of the main means for citizens to engage politically while remaining inside the framework of the democratic system in place. In this particular survey, participants were asked whether they had ever signed a petition.
We took into account the percentage of survey takers having answered 'have done' (referring to petition signing) in order to give an accurate representation of the level of civic political awareness. Thus, the percentage of citizens having signed petitions reflects their trust in the ability of the system to translate their opinions into policies or reforms. There is a consistent decrease in civic political participation between 1999 and 2014 for all three countries. This indicates a decreasing confidence in policy maker's ability to respond to public demands. However, despite this decrease, political involvement remains reassuringly above 60% for all three countries. This shows a healthy participant culture in all three cases despite a growing skepticism towards administrative units and mainstream political parties. Ultimately this can be interpreted as an enduring trust in the democratic model as a system capable of carrying out change and correcting flaws.
• Determining citizen feeling towards government In order to determine the level of approval towards each country's government, we based our analysis on the percentage of survey takers evaluating their government as above average. In the case of France and Britain we used an enquiry from the European value survey: Survey takers were asked to evaluate their governments on a scale from 1 to 10: 1 corresponding to 'very bad'
and 10 corresponding to 'very good'. We sought to illustrate the general approval rate by Data from the surveys shows the heterogenous character of the political culture of each of the cases referred too. It is therefore important to emphasize that that the political culture of a nation is inherently subject to internal conflicts and is influenced by changing issues and priorities that affect the voting population. Having taken all of this into account, it is nevertheless beneficial to deduce the dominant political orientations of each country, as the general trend can indicate either congruence or a lack of it between citizens and the democratic system in question.
• Deducing Dominant Political Orientations evaluation of most political objects among the population suggests high levels of congruence between civic culture and political structure, meaning that the democratic structure would be expected to endure on the long run. This sense of political allegiance is nevertheless combined with a sense of mistrust towards the government, meaning that although citizens participate in the political system, they remain critical of it and seek to improve it by appealing to the remaining political objects. The general trend is that of 'dissatisfied democrats' meaning that party allegiances and the rise of nationalistic and anti-establishment discourses in the last years reflect a disillusioned electorate, who nevertheless still seek to express their discontent through traditional democratic processes. 21
England on the contrary is marked by a mixed subject-participant culture where subjects are oriented towards the 'upward flow' of policy making. The show support for political parties and the role of self as participant but express discontent towards the 'downward flow' of policy enforcement through the system as a general object and the institutions of political administration. What this says about the population is that there is a lack of consensus towards the legitimacy of the democratic system in general. In a mixed subject-participant culture part of the population would express their support for a democratic separation of power (legislative, executive, and judiciary branches) but the alienated sector might tend to support a more centralized authoritarian system. The lack of congruence between the political culture and the democratic system could predict a shift in future political trends. Hence the stability of the democratic system might suffer due to it's lack of legitimacy within the population and could risk a shift towards authoritarian style governance elected through democratic means of representation. 
Case Studies
France Case Study
France has remained a predominantly participant culture, demonstrating a persisting sense of allegiance towards the system and its individual parts. Furthermore, it has experienced an upward shift in its orientation towards input objects, output objects and the sense of self as a political agent. In other words, French citizens trust the capacity of the electoral system to carry out the public will, they are satisfied with the role of parliament in law creation and enforcement Source: European Election Database: France Presidential Elections: 1995 Elections: , 2002 Elections: , 2007 Elections: , 2012 The voters are generally divided between the two dominant parties, the left-leaning •
U.S Case Study
In the span of a decade the political orientation of the United States shifted from a dominantly participant culture to an increasingly alienated subject-participant culture. Its support for downwards policy enforcement mechanisms such as the parliament and the government have The party allegiances of the general public illustrated in the first graph correspond to the evolution of the political orientation as described using Almond and Verba's model. We are . 27 The lack of compatibility between the subject-participant culture of the U.S and the current system in place point to a crisis of representation within the structure.
The U.S public has rarely been so divided and polarized among two candidates, but what
Trump has successfully proven with his populist, authoritarian discourse, is that a large segment of the American population no longer feels represented by traditional political values which his opponent sought to maintain throughout the presidential race. His campaign gained momentum because it "succeeded in mobilizing a neglected and underrepresented slice of the electorate, the white working class" who no longer felt represented by the Left. 28 materialistic undertones. His political platform emphasizes national security, promising to deliver travel bans on countries accused of being terrorist havens, he promises to increase the economic growth rate and create jobs. 33 Inglehart indicated that self-expression values are strongly linked to good governance and the flourishing of democratic institutions. 34 Trumps doctrine seams to be going in the opposite direction, emphasizing security over post-materialistic values, which have been the pillars of western democracy for so long. Whether or not Trump's victory can be interpreted as a threat to the democratic system as a whole is a matter of debate. However, his
anti-establishment discourse and his unilateral approach to governance do indicate a high level of dissatisfaction with the current state of democracy within a large segment of American voters.
• England Case Study
What was already evident in the U.K's estranged subject political orientation in the 1999 
Verifying Hypotheses Based on Empirical Evidence
This study sought to track the evolution of the political culture of three different countries From the evolution of these three countries we can say the following about the hypothesis suggested earlier:
H1. Political Culture and Orientation is a good indicator of party allegiance trends:
The level of orientation towards each of the political objects is a good predictor of party allegiances when their particular platforms are taken into account. Traditional parties often incorporate public sentiment to appeal to a wider range of the electorate, which is what makes democracy such a resistant model in the first place. Hence, H1 is verified in so much as we consider the present discourse of each party rather than their historical stances.
H2. Political Culture and Orientation can predict a possible shift in the political system itself:
Almond and Verba stated that a mixed subject-participant culture could be a good indicator of a shifting political system because its legitimacy is increasingly challenged by an underrepresented and alienated segment of the population. Thus, a decreasing level of affection of the population towards particular political objects can predict the loss of congruence and compatibility between the population and the system in place. Thus, the victory of authoritarian and non-establishment parties in England and the EU (which corresponded to Almond and Verba's measure of subject-participant orientation) verifies H2.
Conclusion
In sum, Almond and Verba's theory of political orientation continues to be an accurate predictor of party allegiances and is a useful framework to analyze current voting trends. The notion of a subject-participant orientation allows us to understand the latest shift towards authoritarian discourses and explains the process by which a centralized authoritarian model can be elected through democratic means.
The most important thing to take away from this study is that the legitimacy of the political structure and its process depends on the will of the political subject to recognize and support it.
Hence, in the case of the three countries in question, judging from the rise of anti-establishment discourses in the political realm (Front National, Leave Campaign and 'Make America Great Again') we can assume that there is a latent crisis of legitimacy varying in scale from one country to the other. In the case of England and the U.S, their subject-participant orientations justifies the victory of anti-establishment whereas in France, although Le Pen's party is gaining momentum, representation that western democracy is experiencing. One of the main contradictions lies in the fact that these rising right-wing populist parties denounce the inability of the current democratic institutions to connect to citizens while at the same time seeking to obtain electoral consent within the same framework. They tend to claim "immediate response to the people's will and the favouring of the notion of representation as resemblance of the representative to the elector" 44
The big issue is that these parties fail to propose alternative solutions to representation as practiced in the democratic systems we have studied. In fact, as seen throughout the study they "regularly participate in elections and accept the rules of the representative system". 45 This is particularly revealing of the paradox surrounding the debate in regards to the crisis of legitimacy of western democracy. Right wing parties are growing stronger by using people's frustrations with mainstream political actors and the current system of representation but do not generally seek to change the status quo. For this reason we are lead to believe that the populist upsurge may prove to be merely a reactionary phase to the 2008 economic crisis, or on the other hand may lead to the tangible demise of the current democratic system if we fail to listen to these grievances. 
